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Advanced Placement Pre-Course Reading
OK.  We don’t know each other, and we haven’t had one lick of class time yet, but I’m asking you to read a book and produce something in writing.  How unreasonable. 

How exciting, is more like it! 

It’s an opportunity to draw upon all of the literary and writing skills you’ve acquired over twelve-plus years of institutional schooling, as well as the additional five or so years of truly pure learning that happened before you ever stepped foot into a classroom.  That’s right, you were acquiring reading skills when you tried to figure out what that furrowed brow meant on your mother’s face.  And you were acquiring writing skills trapped in your high chair fingering hieroglyphic designs in the mashed peas you just regurgitated onto your tray.
So, just because we haven’t had any class time yet does not mean you can’t read a book and generate a cogent piece of writing in response to it.  You’re plenty seasoned for it, and it’s imperative that you begin to draw on your own resources without “adult” guidance (most of you have already done so many times).

When you step into our classroom on day one of next semester, please submit a 2-page, double-spaced college essay about the impact of this book on your life.  It will be evaluated using the very straightforward, real-world (as far as the ivory tower can be “real-world”) rubric found on the back of this page.
But once you’ve looked at the rubric, put it away until you’re done reading the book.  I want your reading experience to be less academic and more enriching.  Enjoy. 

Generic, Real-World, You’re Just a Number, Impress Me in Two Pages, This’ll Make or Break You 
College Essay Rubric
Accepted:
Congratulations!  This is fairly impressive.  You seem to have some interesting ideas, your writing contributes to my understanding of them, and I don’t regret spending the time to read your essay.  You just need a couple more drafts for style and surface proofreading.  Come in for a conference with me on specific areas of diction and syntax.
Wait-Listed:

Your choice of topic and approach to the topic have potential, but your essay is one or more of these things:  

•clichéd

•writing seems shallow, mediocre, or even weak in places

•poorly organized

•good start, but weak body and/or conclusion

•poor understanding of basic grammar/mechanics/usage

Come see me for a conference so we can chat about your essay.

Rejected:

Your choice of topic is inappropriate for the prompt or you have misunderstood the prompt.  Let’s discuss some other ideas for your college essay in a conference.

NOTE:  Please use your student ID# on your title page rather than your name.  Thanks.
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